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bill the administration endorses. This 
is a bill the Clinton administration en-
dorsed. This is legislation that we 
should move forward. I see no reason 
we cannot. We are ready on this side to 
move forward. We hope that our friends 
on the other side of the aisle are ready 
to move forward. We have worked on 
this legislation for years. It is just not 
in the best interests of this country not 
to move forward. We have to move for-
ward. This bill is truly a compromise. 
It is a consensus. I think its passage 
would indicate the true nature of this 
Senate. We are split 50–50, and this leg-
islation, certainly with 66 cosponsors, 
indicates our ability to reach across 
the aisle both ways. When we entered 
into this historic power sharing agree-
ment this year, we indicated that we 
had a thoughtful, bipartisan Senate. I 
think it indicates the bipartisan nature 
of this bill. There is no need to wait 
any longer. We have a half million con-
taminated abandoned sites in the 
United States that are waiting to be 
cleaned up to become thriving parts of 
our communities. Some of these sites 
would take only a few dollars to clean 
up. 

For example, Mr. President, in Las 
Vegas, where we have the old National 
Guard armory, $50,000 in brownfields 
money cleaned that up and produced a 
site that is now really a thriving eco-
nomic entity within the State of Ne-
vada. It is creating jobs. There is now 
a tax base that will help support the 
people of Las Vegas and the State of 
Nevada. 

I do not want to be partisan today 
and I will not be partisan today, but as 
the days go on I am going to have to be 
more direct as to what the problem is 
in holding up this legislation. As I said, 
we are clear on this side. It is not right 
to hold up this bill. And I also say that 
this legislation has the support of the 
Senate. If we do not move this bill for-
ward—and I think we could finish in 
just a few hours—in the regular course, 
I am going to be obligated to attach 
this bill to other legislation that 
moves through this body. 

I repeat, with 600,000 jobs, 500,000 
abandoned sites, increasing annual tax 
revenues up to $2.4 billion, this is a bill 
that is good for the environment. It is 
good for jobs. We should not delay its 
consideration any longer. It is sup-
ported by the last administration, sup-
posedly by this administration, and I 
hope the leadership in the Senate, the 
majority leader, will allow this matter 
to be brought before the Senate. 

This legislation has been worked on 
very closely by Senators VOINOVICH, 
INHOFE, BOND, and CRAPO, as well as 
Senators CLINTON, BOXER, CORZINE, and 
GRAHAM to accommodate all their in-
terests. Senator SMITH and I have 
worked hard to have this bill reported 
out of committee. I hope we can have 
action on the Senate floor at an early 
date—maybe this afternoon, maybe to-
morrow. But I think we should move 
forward quickly. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro-
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GREGG. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from North Carolina is recognized. 

f 

VISIT TO THE SENATE BY MEM-
BERS OF THE DUKE UNIVERSITY 
MEN’S NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP 
BASKETBALL TEAM 

Mr. HELMS. Madam President, pur-
suant to the permission given me by 
the majority leader, and with the 
agreement of the minority leader, it is 
my honor to have invited the Duke 
University basketball team, the NCAA 
champions of this year, along with the 
wives of those who have wives, and the 
coaches and their wives, to come to the 
Senate floor. 

f 

RECESS 

Mr. HELMS. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
stand in recess for no more than 12 
minutes. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 1:04, recessed until 1:16 p.m., and re-
assembled when called to order by the 
Presiding Officer (Mrs. FEINSTEIN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from New Hampshire is recog-
nized. 

f 

EDUCATION 

Mr. GREGG. Madam President, I 
wish to speak in morning business on 
the issue of education, which the Sen-
ate will take up over the next few 
weeks. There has been a considerable 
amount of discussion on this issue 
within the Senate membership but 
even more discussion within the popu-
lace in general. The President ran for 
election on the issue of education and 
how he intended to address that issue. 
In fact, he considered this to be the pri-
mary issue before us as a nation—the 
fact that he wants an educational sys-
tem which leaves no child behind. 

This is a goal that is laudable and 
which all of us should pursue. So the 
matter is now coming to the Senate. 
We have in the committee on which I 
serve—the Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions Committee—been able to 
produce a bill which came out of com-
mittee 20–0, a bipartisan bill, to try to 
move the issue of education along in a 
positive way—the Federal policy on 
education. 

There is still much to do and, there-
fore, as we in this body take up the de-
bate on the education policy during 
this week, there will be a considerable 
discussion of points that were left out 
of the bill as it came out of committee. 

I think it is important to note, as we 
address the issue of education, that the 
Federal role in education is narrow. 
Most elementary and secondary edu-
cation issues are addressed at the local 
level. 

Madam President, the Duke Univer-
sity basketball team is a group of 
young men who reflect the type of ath-
letes, sportsmen, and good citizens to 
which citizens of this Nation should 
strive. I congratulate the leadership of 
Duke University for producing a bas-
ketball program that excels not only in 
athletic ability but as a role model for 
our youth and our Nation. 

It is very appropriate that before an 
education speech we should have the 
opportunity to meet these fine young 
men who set such a good example for 
kids across America. 

The majority of funds that are spent 
on education are controlled at the local 
level. Approximately 93 percent of the 
funding for elementary and secondary 
school education comes from the local 
school districts or the States. 

The Federal role in elementary and 
secondary school education is really 
quite narrow and is focused on two 
basic themes: One, making sure, for 
kids with special needs, special ed pro-
grams are funded; and two, making 
sure that children who come from low- 
income families have an equal oppor-
tunity to succeed as children who come 
from families who are better off. 

For the last 25 years, we have pur-
sued both these goals: special edu-
cation and the education of low-income 
children. Unfortunately, both of these 
Federal programs have fairly signifi-
cant flaws. 

In the special education area, the 
Federal Government has failed to live 
up to the obligation of funding the full 
share of special education. Originally, 
the Federal Government said it would 
pick up 40 percent of the cost of special 
education. Unfortunately, as of 4 years 
ago, the Federal Government was only 
picking up 6 percent of the cost. 

Due to a concerted effort by myself, 
quite honestly, and a number of others 
on our side of the aisle, the majority 
leader, chairman of the Appropriations 
subcommittee, Chairman SPECTER, and 
chairman of the Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions Committee, Chair-
man JEFFORDS, we took on the issue of 
funding special education. We have 
dramatically increased funding—21⁄2 
times. We are now up to funding, if we 
accept the President’s budget, almost 
20 percent of the needs of special edu-
cation. In fact, President Bush has pro-
posed the single largest increase in spe-
cial education funding ever proposed by 
a President in the history of this coun-
try. At least we are trying to address 
that issue. 

The bill that will come to the floor 
later this week addresses the needs of 
kids from lower income families. In 
this area, regrettably, although the 
Federal Government has chosen to step 
on the ground in its responsibility, it 
has done a poor job of pursuing this re-
sponsibility. 
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